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Esarey: Hello, this is Carol Esarey. This is an interview this morning with Sbarsy
The datds October 25, 2010rhis interview is part of the Abraham Lincoln
Presidenti al Library I mmigrant Stories
Right now we are in Sonijfathisfrshome i n Sp

interview. Okay Sonia, | think we widltart at the beginnindf you will give
me your full namewhere you live and where you were borne Gtiart with
that.

Lang: My name is Aspasia SonifMy] married name is Langnd my former name
or maiden name is Anyfantakkiwas born on the islahof Cretel 6 m
registerecht Heraklion, Crete because Father was too lazy to put all the details
in the application. | was actually born in a village cakedrakoi during

World War Il.
Esarey: As we go through thjs 6 | | poi nt,andya camvwritedaovnttde | i st
names to make sure | uYould date efbidh@ d t hat W

Lang: It is May 15, 1942, a nnthe. | al ways <cl ain
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And you can continue
to do so.

| hope solt gives me
more energy. (Both

— —
CIVIL FEGISTRAR'S BIRTH OERTIFICATE

ABGIN At Irekiion, Orete, on this 20th day of May 1342, day of the week

o 2L3 Wednesday, time 1130 a.n, at the establisiment of the Civil kegls-
Infant's full trar sltusted Venizelou Jquare, no mmber, in the presence of my-
nane:

ASPASSIA self wichael Logariastekis, Civil Registrar of the olty of Lrekiien,

AMIPANTAKE
bom of Icannis Orete, of the Municipality of Iraklion, Orete, Distriot of Temenous,
and Catherine

laugh)

All right. Would you
talk a little bit to us
about your mom and
dad? You gave us a
copy of a family tree,
and we have pictures
surrounding us herdf
you [the readertould
see all the pictures that
are in this kitchenyou
woul d see
family, and she has a
wonderful notebook of
pictures.

to startby going back

of June 1942,
o/ Tosnnis Ande THE DECLARANTY THE OIVIL REGISTRAR:
fantaids, Decla=
ranty 5/ losmmis nifantekis o/ itichael Logariastekis
s/ Michasl Loga-
@riasteicis, Civil A TAUR RXORRPT OOPT
‘*‘ﬂ‘:';’;::" At Ireklien, Crete, on this 25th day of Septesber 1961

the named loannis "mm, ‘nifsntekis, profesalon merchant,
Infant was

baptized

at the Jomunity of Greek nationality and orthodox faith, resident of Imaklion, Crete,
jof Astrakes, Pe-

m:-;*om. 80 Evens Street, known person 10 BE scscccssssssssnssesssessncns .
on. 1

of June 1942, by and deolared that at his domioile st Ireklien, Crete, 80 ivans Street,
ireek Curate

Ilarion Fpitro=  om the 15th day of May 1342, day of the week Friday, time 0100 a.m,

paki, of the

‘ainte Marins his wife Catherine inifsntakis, bom George Lasbraki (naiden name
*hapel, receiving

the name of Catherine udn-ﬂd.). resident of Ire<liom, Crete, of Oreck nationea-
(Aspasaia, God-

#5 ther was lity and orthodex falth, pr domestd upations, give birth
“hinitrios

Toedhald s, to a female infant, known to be the dsughter of Loannis Anifantekis,
[The present bap=

tism was entered declarent, profesaion merchant, of Gree: natiomality snd orthodox
upon. the

dsclara~
tion made by in= faith, resldent of Irekiiom, Orete, 50 Svans Street, not having been
fent's father,
read over, con— baptised at this date,
firmed and
as follows: Hereupon the present was duly completed, read over, confirmed by the
1t Irakliam, Crete,
on the 25th day declarant, and signed by hiz mmd myself as follows!

THE CIVIL REGISTRAR IRAKLION: THE EXCHRPT SECTION OLFRK:

s/ George “mm, Varverakis (1llegible initials follow)
4/ GHORGE EMM, VARVERAKIS

A TRUE ISLATION

/. o Tos (e Ak

T/
SUBSORIEED AND SWORN 70 BEFORE MR OF THIS MM DAY OF APRIL 1962

to your mom and dad if
we could.Where was
your mother bor@aTell
me a little bit about
your mother.

The birth certificate that was issued to Sonia before her
marriage in 1961. This is her first birth certificate with her
birth name. The birth certificate gives details of her birth
in Greek and English.

My motherwas born in the village of Dafnes | t 6 sentgnbi onuutt et swo
from Heraklion and at the timgt belonged to the area bfalevizi. That was
the district. Now everythingfalls underjust Heraklion | t jdstseasierShe

had many brothers and sisteaad | have a family tree that | have already
started | just need iprinted.

She had many brothers and sisters?

Her father was a teachetis name by the waywas Georg Lambrakis.

This is you father?

Grandfather, whom | never met.

Grandfather, okay.
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Lang He was married to AthenBoloudaki She came frornthe village of Pobia,
which is south of Heraklion at the very beautiful and very productive plain of
Messara. R 3 58S S SRR SRR T TR 5
Esarey It Would be heref) KPHTIKH IMOAITEIA
S s 181 m ' .
Lang: It will be down here, in this big area| ° : “ g
here. : ANATEPA MIEYBYNEIE THE AHMOZIAT EKTAIAEYEEQD .
' KAl TON HPHXKEYMA'H)N
Esarey: Whatwe 6 r e doi ng i s| @ o fogos i viper
map and locating where family 8 5 Pt oo s lflciom 2K
members lived. 8 v o i ol e Ty B
> R e > 5
Lang: Apparently my mo| : o ez iy B
quite educated in their own ways : il P
Theyeven allowed the girls to go to .
school, at least grade schosihce -
this was available at the villagHer
father was a very strict teachby 3 :s
the way. | have a copy in the files |~ % "
here of his teaching certificate that | “&=""

shows that he received the teaching

certificate at the age of thirsix. Giorgos Lambrakisos

The red stamps are tax stamps in the
independent state of Crete.

Esarey: Tell me his name again.
Lang: Georg Lambrakis.
Esary: Sonia has some pictures of all that relates to Waen did this happen? What

time period are we looking at?

Lang: My grandfather was born in 18680,if you take the thirtysix into account
he got his certificaten the year 1900. He survived &lhds of insurrections in
the areaagainst the Turksvho were ruling the island at the time. Well, they
had been there forafew centufiss he experienced war . |
ever participated in any of that.

Esarey: That 6 s a nstatemenhtdautenvart Yiour gmily lived with the threat of
war or with soldiers. Talk about that just a little bit.

Lang: Yes, oh yes. For afew thousandyeaw® 6 ve been dfBueopecr ossr o
Africa and Asiastillare.l t 6s a beaut i f uThankgsodressd , mo |
for those mountaind®ecause all the rebels used to hide up in the caves in the
mountains They knew every little path that only goats could clifibey
fought for their freedongeneration after generation after generation. They
never stoppe.
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Were any members of your family, fighters?

We |l | , frérmbotk sideseof the familyhat some of the men were
fighters.The young men always had to fight for their freedom or defend their
families or just ignore a few thingsistto survive.

Were there any particular family stories that you have heard about of those
earlydays?

Well, my mother &ds s i d-&nownftonte besaufeayni | y i
grandparents weredeath e house had gonsbrdther my mot
Michael who took good care of,iapparentyWe di dndét visit t he
of t en. But my fatherés family, on the

As a matter of facthe bus stop was only three blocks south of our
home past the old gate thatas into the fort that surrounded those ancient
walls. Those walls wereld because they were built originally by the Arabs
and improved by th¥enetiansin that particular city of Heraklion are the
large castles callellegaloKastro(the big castle/fojt

Well, you know we were able to visit the village more oftéys a
matter of fact, when | was a little kithe peasants still calldderaklion
Kastra which meant castle. Sbbecame not Sonia from such a village, but
Sonia KastriniThatis, | cane from the castle.

Oh.

We would take the old, old buRemembethe typ&€Oh, you donot
remembertwa s nét i n.Buttheyssedtmamankithemn ypst to
warm up the enginélhey break down every five minutses.

| O i ermough to remember.

It takes twenty minutes by car today to reach that vi)lag# improved roads
and short cuts and sort of like a highway. In those ,dagsuld take you the
whole day to get there by bus. Of coyitstopped every five res to drop
off somebody or pick somebody,.gnd they had all their belongings on the
roof of the busThey wouldhave a rope wavedthrough every package and
some kind of a tarp thrown over it and tied dawat had to be redonk was
very confusingbut it got you there.

What time period are we talking about?

Webre tal kdh@s about t he
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Esarey: Nineteenforties, okay.Y our mother and your father were where in the
nineteenrforties?

Lang: At the beginningright after the wastarted when the bombing started, they
went to the village of Astrakoi. They left everything behind.

Esarey: Let 6s just move ri,thant YooweretbarninlB4and t i me
your brother was born in 1940. Sbe children were very smallhenyour
parents were in this village.

Lang: Well, they were in Heraklion when the war started. was no6t born yet
Esarey: Okay.
Lang: Well, once the bombs started, apparently they found a way to get to the

village, away from the city and the bombing. My bratheas just a babyMy
grandfather had a tiny little placehich was more like one room by itself. It
probably had a little fireplader cooking and heating. $Sthey moved in
there Shortly after, father went up to the border of Albania to fight againest

ltalians.
Esarey: Your father did?
Lang: Yes, yousee, war was declared on Greece in 1844 it was October 28

when Mussolini asked the Greek prime miniskéetaxas, who happened to
be dictator at that time, to let the Italian troops march tjindereeceHis
answer was just one word)khi,0 which means no.

Esarey: That s what he sai d?

Lang: That was it.

Esarey: What happened?

Lang: So, people volunteered right awaydefendEpirus. Epirus is in the northwest

part of Greecea n d i teit 0 Alaahip. &adhey went up into those
mountains. Winter was coming.ith was October and November by the time
they got thereThey had to fight with the bare minimum of arms, equipment
andcommunication between the troop$iere wasardly any foodThe

peasants would give them something along the WMayfather remembered

his feet were always frozen and that they carried anything that they could on
their backs for their survivaBut, their main meal would be a handful of

raisins for a day. And ye they kept those Italians at bayhich frustrated

Hitler.
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So he declared war on Greed¢¢esaid i | 0 |
Not only that, butat the same timéie decided to conquer Crete becaase
Greece was falling to the armed forces ofNazis, everybody, including the
government and certain foreigners and foreign trpepse trying to stop
them at Crete. Evetthe Britishwent to the island of Crete. See had the
king and the prime minister and everybody else on Crete trying to firay a
to get to Africa for security. Fortunately, when the Germans finally attacked

it was by air.

Paratroopers.

The paratroopers.iter was training them for a long timele was sure that
he would have the island surrender within twefiyr hours But, of courseit
took him several weeks. The peopdsisted including my grandfathewho
wasprobably was hithg in thefields, with a pitchfork or whatever.
Everybody including women and childremwould throw rocks or anything
against theparatroopers to make it tough on them.

When they landed?

When they were landin@elieve it or notHitler lost several thousand special
troops While they were busy fighting on the island, these troops could not

move to other placesud as the Middld=ast.

They didndét anticipate

No, na Althoughhe started with the bombardment, his paratroopers could not

t

show you

finish the job right away.

Did your mother participafe

She never s lasa 8hewat d o n|f

probably being a good mothataying home with
the babyFather was awgyso she was not going
to make any waves right away. Although she w|
writing some coupletsn the Cretan dialect
about the war and guessthe invading forces
Evertually, of course, the island was conquered

| remember my grandfathdrom the

village there. He had some scars on his abuts

thosewere fromwhen he was a young métie Emmanuel Any f ant ak
was bornaccording to his IDin 1875, so he Kingdom of Greece ID, issued

would have been twentfjve theyear that Crete 0 Kastilli, Crete in 1946, after
the Germans left Crete. It state

that he was born in Mochos,
had to fight the Turks somewhere along the waycete, in 1875.

was liberated. Wellas a young mare probably

how

stance.
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Esarey: éhad dcars

Lang: Um-hmm, he had those scars.

Esarey: It sounds like the men of the family had to fight in every generation.

Lang: Every generation, including my generat
Esarey: Yes, t hat 6,whichwewilhatkabowst at somg point.

Lang: When mother lived at the village, she remembered the sound of the boots

marching through the colddtones.
Esarey: Describe that.

Lang: To her, it was just like they were coming after.l@frcourse they would just
hit the door with the butts of their weaponsand 8ag n g1 i s h, Engl i sh
other wordsthey were looking for English peoplho weretrying to hide.
They would just break in right awagnd she would be grabbing her baby

Esarey: And she was in the small village at that time.

Lang: A very small village She was a little bit the oddall, because the women at
the time dressed like ¢y did in the Muslim timeswith the scarves, dark
clothing, cover their heads. Sometimes they would pull up the scarf close to
their noseShe came with her silk stockings and high heels and hats to wear to
church with fancy clothesMen | met thergin 200Q actually remember her
because she was so different.

Esarey: She wasnét going to do that was she? &
clothes.

Lang: No way.

Esarey: She remembers the German soldiers.

Lang: She remembers themaly brother when he vas little, all he remembers was

shinyhelmets
Esarey: He has big memoriesince he was very small.
Lang: | talked with some cousinand they said that the Germans would take over

the whole house or part of the house to stapécause there wenm barracks
or anything for them to stagluring the occupation.
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Esarey: What happened after the occupa®@r perhaps | should ask, what happened
when theAllies came through
Lang: Well, during the occupatigmy father was sent to a halabor campwhich
wasnot really a camp | i ke webre thinki

and extendhe airport on Creten Heraklion so they could land more planes.

When theAllies finally helped us find our freedom, everybody was
trying to find their homs, if they were still standingrhankgoodness ours
had survived the bombingnd they were able to recover most of their

furniture.
Esarey: Thatos amazing.
Lang: But life was extremely tough.
Esarey: Food?
Lang: Food | remember a lot of bean squmt only for us but Mother would send

me with a whole pot of the bean sotgptake to a family who had six to seven
childrens o t hey wo ulAhadldgstanddots oftbregeupichywe

had to stand in line for. | remember standing with the littlgpoms for soap

or for sugar and crying every time | would hear an airplane fly,quebably
from the fear of bombs

Althoughl had not experienced it, everybody talked about it.
Apparently we hadninfestation of fleas and lic&mokeplanesJike youhad
a crop duster in th8tateswould be flying over the housen the cities and
the villagesto spray against those buddl of us children would hide under
the furniturebecause we didndét know what was

Esarey: You lived in fear.
Lang: We lived in some kind of fear. Even now, when | get to the firewarkghe
Fourthof July,i f 1 6 m cl ose enough to actually

something in me just freezes.

Esarey: What happens?

Lang: Panic.Well, as a childthere were all kinds of slotings. There was a firing
squad on a daily basis in some villages and probably inibarsybody dared

do anything out of line, especially if they were caught.

Esarey: Were these things that you heard about or you experienced?
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|  wo ul dwhattl exgenemogdr what | heargbecause those stories
were repeated over and over again.

They became part of ypas a child.

Oh, yes. Thatidmyadho
depict war or anything to do with violence [S7g
becausé

Thee 6 s some sorrow i
Thereds sorrow, but t hat
should avoidvar and violence

Y our brother, does he talk about memorie
Hebés a couple of ye

Well, he was olderand he was
rememberingas a childthatmy father was

Aspasia (Sonia) Anyfantakis, 4

. years old, & her brother
trying to make ends meet. He had a place,gjorgos (George) Anyfantakis,

store Abovethat was our apartmerthere 6 years old, 186

was fortunately still a little garden leftan

open courtWe had my beautiful pomegranate tree and flowers and grew a
few little vegetables in pots

But my brotheremembers that he helped Dad with tanning of lamb
skins and little kid skins from the goas® that leather could be used for
shoesHis job, as a little boywasto go outside the city limitgo the area
where the little creek was and #iebamboo.They used to stretch the slon
a bighamboopadesand let it lean against something to tredtier it was
dipped in all those chemicals. His job was to keep the flies away.

Did he have a job? Was he able to work?

Well, my faher was very enterprising. Fuel was difficidefound a can

which was probdly used to cay eithergasoline or olive oil or something
andcut a hole in the lower part, just almost like a little doorvgfound
another smaller can that would fit tavds thecenter,and he would go around
collecting sawdust from all the carpenters in the area, stuff the big can with
sawdust and push it down real tighhen he wouldremove the centef hat
way, you have an open chimney. He would lightaid it woud burn slowly

On top ofthat he would put got. So the powould not put out the firdhe

used some kind of a metal triangle or something, a little grill of some sort

He invented a way to keep you warm.

Oh yes, but that was for cooking.
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Esarey: And cooking.

Lang: That was the cooking stove. For hewd had a braziewhich stood on three
legs, wasround and shallot you had the money for coc
used to warm your hands wjtin the winter. In most casggou just didd t . I
went to school wearing gloves and a coat in the classroom.

Esarey: Where did you go to school?

Lang: | went to what is called thieourth Elementargchool in Heraklionlt was
behind St. Ttus churchwhich was my parish. St. Titus Church stillrelg
after a few centuries of being built andreilt and razed to the grounthis
is also the church where George and | were married in.

Esarey: Do you have a picture of that?
Lang: | have a picture in ther@he churchstill stands. It has expandeddanow has

a second floarThey are on a web pagdeelieve it or not. They have their own
web pagewhich is in Greek.

Esarey: Well, you can help me.
Lang: Well, apparentlythe web pages under constructigrike a lot of things on the
Internet
Esarey Wedbl |l work with tbecmiucteurn d 6tshatn y onp oh
your life.
Lang: Not only that, but | do have a picture of the school that | took about six years
ago. I 61 1 | ooklttbe fiinna niet ofi d Hhte awdyw ms
Esarey: How many years did you |

go to that school?

Lang: Six years.

Esarey: Six yearsThen what A 1 " M:;‘ﬂv Hat
happened for your =2 = B i P PeEems o vy
education? gl s N#

Lang: This is a picture of the P4 : an

school My classmatesareSoni a6s school building. Tt
graduates in the picture Crete, Greece in 1954.

Thenl went to what is called thBusiness Schoolyhich is really a
regular junior/senior highthis was my school ID. It was inside this building

10
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in the picturewhich used to be a Church of Oua&r. Then it became a
mosqueEverythingbecame a mosque in those daykenthe Muslims were
there Then eventually when | was a kidit was a school. On the lower floor
would beour business schadrhe other two or three stories would be used by
a gi r | ,sibich was hlsodike a gymnasiyor what we call toda&®/Not
middle schoglbut junior/senior Hgh.

Unfortunately it became an eyesdnecause nobody took care of it
when back in 1959our school moved away. It had some damage from some
of the earthquakebut it survived a few centuries. It could have been restored
but na They tore it down anthade an open little park and put some
sculptures and opened somerQdde cause t herebds a | ot of

Everything changes. Of coutdevas a little surprised when |
di scovered that it wdnsernetioen® knowwhaa ugh s)
was going on.

Esarey: You didnét see that one coming. (1l augh
Lang: No. | went there for five yearé\fter my junior year, | did get a scholarship to

come to theStates So, | graduated in America.
Esarey: | will come back to that particular pedmftimea nd we 61 | pi ck up

bit more about some of the childhood thingsu mentioned that many of the
buildings were occupd by the Turks. What happened?

Lang: Well, the churches were occupiadd became mosquds 6 m , l&keiavezy
invader, when they find a nice big housevas forthe captain.

Esarey: When did that happen?
Lang: Heraklion was under siege for almost twenty yeties longest siege in
history.
Esarey: What years were those?
Lang: l Om trying to itwasmthdl 6810 6tshe moment .
Esarey: Oh, that was a long, long time ago.
Lang: But yes whenit fell, it was in 1668.
Esarey: Sogit wasnodét in the recent years.
Lang: No, no.
Esarey: | understand now. For some reaslwas thinking it wasomething that

happened afterthé 9 4.0 6 s

11
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Lang: Oh no. After thel 9 4 Qvé tsad a civil war

Esarey: If you were to describe your early years as a child, how would you describe
then?

Lang: Well, in spite of everything, we were loved

and weltprotected and guidett was really
like what somebody saidlit t akes &
Well, over thereit was natural. Everybody
watched after yowevenif Mother would send
me to take something to her sister across
town, and | was only seven or eight years oldl.
| would go across tow and nobody would
bother meexcept one night

| was probably at the libraygoming

home kind of latebecause | could not take Soniaé6s f

books homeand a general was worried about

me going home safely. | guess the library closed ab@® or 8:00 It was

winter time and closed early. Ste actually took me by the hand and took me

home and gave my parents quite a lectdyeus houl dnét | et your
be out on the street this | ate.o

But it was nice. We played simple games. We did not fight over toys.
We did not have any toys. As a matter of fact, | was making dolls for the
orphansand I did not have a doll for mysefhe boys occupied themselves
with this and that. Theyo6d find a |itt
together and kick it aroundnd they were happy. We were happy with simple
things. We did not demand what the kids demand talayd t hey dr e nev

happy.
Esarey: Welb,youdre tal ki-h394 tatheomidl 9 6 Bhérns mi d
Lang: In the6 5,0/@u know, just to go for a walk arstroll and sit at an outdoor

café with your friends was nice and especially at the sqgliaxas called,
Eleftherias which is Liberty Squarelhere was this nice little kiosknade out
of marble and beautiful columnBhe seated bandith their shinygolden
helmetswould play, all dressed in whité/e werélittle kids, who could go
around the beautiful park and walk and playd mom and dad can just relax
Theyknew we were safe.

Esarey: It was a village.
Lang: Yes, it was simpleToday, every tire | go to Greece, everybody seems to be

using the English worfistresso

12
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Esarey: And you di ®nd6t feel stress

Lang: No, |l didndédt know what | did not have,
have any advertisements about anything. | was glad toehages outfit for
Easter and a couple of new outfits for the summer and fob&dhuse my
body changed constantlywas
very glad to finally have my
Mary-Jane shoes and not my
br ot h eimédownhslaoasd
with shoe laces. | was happy to
go to the villge especially not
Astrokoi, but the adjacent
village, called Varvaraibecause

a |lot of my fa WSRO S e
were there. A family picture taken December 28, 1947,
at Grandfather Emmar
Esarey: So, your uncles lived in the area_@?ttrakm, Crete. Sonia is seated second fro
Lang: Yes, and sisters.
Esarey: What were your family gatherings like?
Lang: twasverys i mpl e. We 6 d .Tha meat was obly for Sundags e a t
anyway, so0o youodod haweoa paott racautndoft hs

the food with a little salad and some bread and drink wirrtee kids could
have just two drops of wine in a glasgswvater We had a lot of conversation
They would talk into the nightWe kids would occupy ourselves with little
gameslike tic-tactoe or whateverand we would listen to the stories as we
dozed off

| heard a lot of stories like | never hedxefore There were a lot of
stories about the early days of Créis.achildl wasndét familiar
was under water at one time and the fact that there were actually all kinds of
sea shells around on the mouniguist embedded into the rocks. | remember
sleeping with one eye and listening (chuckiejvas that fascinatinguite
often, if we were visiting somewhereny father had to carry me over his
shoulderback homeb ecause we didnét have many b

Esarey: You would walk.

Lang: We would walk everywher@and we never had a waistline problem
Everybodykept his figure and was healtlgince we ate meat once a week
and fish twiceon Wednesdays and Fridaysts of vegetablesand our dessert
was always fruitnot extra starchesike sugars and stuff. We had no heart
problems.

13
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Esarey: It was a simpleDid you have a doctor or health facility?

Lang: Well, I was always anemjibecause Mothahoughtl could eatFrench fries
or simple things, whatever. As long as | was eathg thaight | was fine
But, of coursel was not eating the variety that | needasia growing childl
remember tbseterrible, terrible shots of irgret ceterastrainingto my veins

There was a doctor around the correstually, he had an office in bi
house He was very nicd remember he was rather plunfpparently he
was making more money than we did becauskess you were plumpou
werepoorHe woul d just give my mother a | i°t
meat . 0 ABut s hhee hwaotnebst |eaantb ,i ta.nod fAsWe l | ,
c hi c fecoursewe lived in the cityand chickens were rare. Soy
relatives would bring us live chickers Mother can twist their ok and take
care of them. She made sur etliwouwdasnot t
be in schoalOtherwisel woul dndt .touch the meat

Dad would go to a caféear the fish store$hat café was where the
hunters would meet for coffekle would sayfiDid you bring me anything for
little Soni a?0 Andimsdmegamadmhe woulsigowo ul d b
straight to theport, looking for fresh fishAnyt hi ng so | ittl e So
sick, and | was sick a lot.

My brother always was sick too. | remember he almost died of
pneumoniaand he developed a cratfpe had all king of lung problemsOf
coursewe di dno6t have the medicines that v
Mother used to take soiting thatwas calledincture It was the whey from
the wheatShe would put it in some old type pillow case and sew it up. She
would warm it up firstin the skillet, stuff it inthe pillow casend sew it up
so she woul dnodot ,éndputitdieectlyonpurchasts.i n t her e

All kinds of strange things happened. One tibad took me to the
port They wererebuilding theport. It had been damaged during the vaad
they were also reinforcing the breakevéh dumping all kinds of big rocks
back there. Well, | stepped between the blocks of cemmanght my foot
there | started bleeding at the he@lne of theworkmenstopped, picked me
up andput me at the back of this lonitat-bed that was pulled by a mule or a
horse. He removed a cigarette from his package, tore it apart and stuffed my
wound with tobaccoTlhat stopped the bleedingntil we got homeThey
madesureitat | djacdwdétDawaldk dndt waSot t o car
they gave us both a ride back.

Esarey: You never forgot that one.

14



Lang, Sonia

Lang:

Esarey:
Lang:
Esarey:

Lang:

Esarey:

Lang:

Esarey:

Lang:

Esarey:

Lang:

Esarey:

Interview #IM-A-L-2010-049

No, | was so cutd looked like Shirley TempleTh ey J ust coul
long curls Blond hairwas rather na in those days.

Do we have a picture of you?
Oh yes, i1itbdéds right h
You actually do look like Shirley Temple.

| was born blondand my children were also
born very blond. Eventually they did turn
brownish.

You were a very cute little girl.

Thank you. (laughs) Mother remembers me
going to the movies one timand she had no
material to make me a new dreSs, she took
one of her beautiful shawls that had shiny litt
stars in it and made a dress for.@ust have Sonia Sta”d'”g ner St. Titus and
been four or five years aldnd during ruins in her Brownie uniform.

August 25, 1952,
intermission | stood up on the chair or the seat

dnot

to look arouncatwhat was going arMothersaidi Ever ybody was pol
aSongbecause she was kRuwhjcute in that dr

Do you thnk you received any patrticular gift from one parent or the 8ther
You said your mom wés

She was very elegarand she liked her house to be beautiful. She loved to
read and she liked to writenot that anything survived of her writings
unfortundely.

Father had the background of a farpieert he would listen to the
stories that she would read him daikhen they were relaxindde loved her
dearly. She was always so beautitdmpared to the girls back home that
covered their heads with scasygou know.

And he was proud.

He was very proudshe would take his arnrandhewould put his arms behind
his back She would be just holding on to him and be promenadiyghat
time, they both had a little plumpness. They were doinghrhetter business
wise sothey were having their good days and their bad days.

You have good memories.
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Lang: Oh yes. | was dearly loved by them and everybody at the village, villages |
should say!l still keep in touch withpeople in the vikhges by phoneor visit
them

Esarey: Both of your parents are now deceased.

Lang: Deceased. Father diedon7 &g Mother i 7. 7

Esarey: This would have been after you had come to the United States.

Lang: Oh yes, | was here permanentyg a citizenWe lived in Oklahoma at the

time. No, Father died when we lived in Oklahomad Mothedied whenwe
lived in New Mexico.

But they came to visit us in Oklahontzelieve it or natThey had
never been on a plane befarbad written them little cardsiiEnglish and in
Greek such asii M nameissandsol 6 m going toMYkI| ahoma
daught er 6 s .Heaphome nursber& dPlraseacall collect@d 6 m
lostoor, you know,iilt 6 m t;Ihé m s h. Whegerisythe bathroomd forgot
to tell them howto flush but they survived all kinds of things

| was told Mother needed some milk for her stomécit | hadnot
written the wordimilk. 8he tried to explain to the lady. She sdicheed
g a | The stewardess looked back at her. Finlbtherput her hands on her
breasts and was pretending milking a goat or somet@ihgthey knew what
she wanted. S®ign language comés handy.

Esarey: (both laugh Sign language works. What was your brother doDighe
come here?
Lang: Well, he went to theasne school with méNo, he was married at the tigrend

he was working as a bookkeeper for a local hotel.

Esarey: His name was George?

Lang: George, yes.

Esarey: | have several Georges to keep track of here.

Lang: Oh yes, there waSrandfather Georgé®f coursethat was my grandfather

from my mot her 0. $undeistdnd thai iy fathieathefthadmi | y

a father named George. 3@ hasabrother called Georgé\nd, of course

they had kidsand the kidshad kida nd t he ki ds e ®ames wer
many of them, yes. When | did my family trgeu can see what | mean.
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Esarey: Well, | appreciate havipw h at y o u 6 ybecaugea | theughii @, eh
t h e radedv Georgekere.

Lang: Plus | married a George.

Esarey: Yes, you married a mammed Georgeand what 6s your sonods

Lang: Well, Junior, of course (both laugh We ran out of names.

Esarey: Where is he now? What is he doing?

Lang: My brother?

Esarey: Your brother.

Lang: Why,heds retired. .Hi&rmayeiddanylike nyfatharare s on
loannis

Esarey: And they live where?

Lang: In Heraklion.

Esarey: Do you visit?

Lang: Oh, of course. | was there three years, agdmy sisterin-law, Stellg is such

a good cook. Oh, | could have stayed there forelargh3

Back in 2004when theyweredoing theirOlympics my husband
loved all the food and the Greek cuswBeforeyou can sit down, they bring
youfoodYou dondét want t oyoueatthisandybuedtr f eel i
that They put the food on your platgoud o n 6 t . By ¢t dftertwbi me we
weeks, he had gained seventeen pounds.

Esarey: (Laughs)Hew a s impoalite though.

Lang: Oh no, no.

Esarey: He woul dndét hurt their feelings.
Lang: No, no.

Esarey: Did you speak more than one language?

Lang: Well, we had to study ancient Greek, which was part of our heri@ige

course, even we read Greek historyTiwpukididis
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What is that?

Thoukididiswas the ancient Greek author who wrote the story of how the
Greeks of Al e rlackdodGreécse antd hom excitedathay were

to finally seethesedt 6 s al so t he | &nrgervecesen of our
church are still conducted in ancient Greekh | e s s thedStatesvherei n
thereis a combination of ancient Greek and English.al¢e studied French

and English.
Okay.

We had tutors that had their own little language school that you copdditeo
hours and improve on your English and your Frenthvas that tutor of mine
t hat actual |l y s asudhagdodjabwithayqur Bnglish 6 r e d o i
maybe you can apply for the schol ar shi

| was just wondering if you alreadhyada legup when you came to the United
States.

Yes, it was lus forher, too, that one of her students received a schoiprsh

But, trying to come to the States wast easy because my parents were afraid

to leave me all by myself. They sheltered me during all those.years

Wedbl |l just move r i ghitiwaottohealexastlghowd | i ke
that scholarshipappened.

Did your family take vacatia? Did you go to travel at all?
Well, every single dayandthepneveryvilagg| endar
every town has a patron saiavery monastery. Savhenit wasSaint
Ge or g e, §os haD &ojces of about a hundred churches or villagas
had a Saint Georg@&hey would have a fiesta or a fed3eoplewould come
and they would eat and dance after the servit@gs lots of fun.

So you had them right there.

Yes So,wewent to many places, many monasteries and Sundays, if possible

If there was a special celebration, Father would make a point to take us there.

It wasto getaway from the citywhich was noisy and dustyly brother

wasnodt t oo exciovedd.]loveduhe outdoorsarsithe | | us't
church bells ringingNah, he wanted to be with his friendsd look for the

girls or whatever boys did in those daBsithe came alongdHe di dnét have
choice.Sometimeswhen he was a little oldgwe would just lave him

behind | di.dndét <care

He was surprised at my last vjsithen we went to &retanwedding

They were singin@retansongs from the early dayswhen my father was a
warrior, and | knew t he waéOhdlsaid, He sai d
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firecordgthat | brought over from Greecéde was shocked that | could repeat

the words.
Esarey: He didndédt know t hem?
Lang: Because | would listen to them over and over ggast to feel the pride and

knowledgel carried with me all those years.

Esarey: Thats amazi ng. ThatbawoaderfuaRebgonpageda t or y
pretty large role in family dajo-day life.
Lang: Every single Sunday we went to churd@tatwasa must On the way to
church, Mother would have a round pan, like a baking, dishtake it to the
bakers.
Esarey: l s it t he Hethidpetorecalléddh at was
Lang: Oh, ités called Hellenic Orthodox chur
Esarey: And that was in Greecas well.
Lang: Yes, we haaur little routine. One Sunday we would go to the cathedta

other we would go to St. Tityanless there was, of course, another special
event Mother would leave our lunch with the bakierbake it for uslt would
bemeat and potatoewith a little olive oil or butterif she could afford the
butter. But thaneat had enougfat on it by itself

We would ggafter churchfor ice-cream or a little pastryOn the way
home Dad would buy a salad from a little boy that was selling on the slkreet
would be jussome leafettuce strung together with fresh p#eg and fresh
dill and a couple or three green onions, &byou had to do was take it home
and chop it upwith a little olive oil and a little vinegar and a litsalt,and
you had a saladrou had foogplus fresh bread

Then it was siesta time. Anof course, afternoon was for the movies.
Dad was nice enough to take us to the moviasy would be either
American or European, mostly American in those dBys they would start
with a journa) which would be a documentaive saw what was happening
around the world, what was happening in Kotescause a lot of our soldiers
were there too. | eventually did get to see the wall being built in Berlin, but
that was back in 196(.ou kept up with the news that way.

We thoughtyour PresidenEisenhowemas such a nice looking,
mature gentleman. After alie helped liberate Europand the Marshall Plan
had helped rebuild Greed&/e were very grateful to thaBy that time then
slowly, surely we did have an air force base built in the hometown
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What 6s the name of t hat base?

Just American air force basand the place was near a village calBalrnes
or Yournesin Greek.

Are we at about 1963h when you are seventeen or eighteen years old?
Eighteen, yes.
Couldyou describe the political climate in your counjust about that tinf

It was still very shakybecause it was taking a long time to recofeople

could not understand what was happening. The people in the villages had one
radioatthecaféah one newspaper to share. They
else. Most of the villages were still without electricity. Some had running

water, but not in the home. They had a common running water area

When | came back from America and went to the village fo
celebrations of theloly Spirit, everybody had some questions about America
and the political situation her&€hey wanted to know if Communism was the

answer to our problems. | was trying to explaintothemtyieas , t hat 6s a
ideaWe 6| | waallylpoobamd equally setfShe rest of them will still

control us and have allthe mondye 6 r e not going to have
eitherWe 6re |l ucky to even have a radio, a

government will controlThey were surprisednd had so many questions
Everybodystarted moving their chairs closer and closer. The music stppped
and they gave me thmike. (laughs)

(laughg How old were you when that happened?

Eighteen.

You were eightegrand you had firshed high school here.

High school here.

Let 6s talk about that scholarship oppo
Well, as | saigmy teacherwhowas also théeacheiof English athe high
school, was very proud of me and wanted mgatgsomething betteAfter my
parents were convinced, | thought it would be good for me to have such an

opportunity | applied for it.

What was it called?
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American Field Service.

Oh, the American Field Servicges of course.

lt s an e x clhadnogl o s

SIGNALEMENTS

go through the routine, of course <l 09,;"-‘“"“'"“'

and get a passport and all the = K 'calll'e'ﬁ

paperworkthat! still have o - 5 B
downstairs in an albupsaved by | see lw@;‘%’ i

Mrs. Root T h a thedlaly | o |

stayed with, Mr. and Mrs. Root, | i ’,b:fj :
Mabel and GlennShekept e/en SR Pt - O
the letters | sent her to introduce | &5 /

myself, and boy, do | have Coma D

mi sspellings. I} /

Microsoft Wordin thosedays but | ©
even thenl could make a

mistake. faugh Seventeen year old, A
K 9 3 written in French and Greek.

c,q/o} ;ZMA NAakHe

And you came over here how? You know, howytid makethe actual tri?
Weas it by plane?

Yes, | went by boat to Athens and went to the embassy and finalized
everything and boarded a plaméth a lot of other students. Some of them
came from Turkeysome of them from Greec@/e were up, up in the aiFor

the first time h my life, | realized Iwasupintheamnd it di dnodt
all. I was sitting with this Turkishbega nd | di dndét | ook
all.

You were both on an adventure.

On an adventurend we were just chithatting, anious to go to Americdt
was quite a trip.

Quite a trip. What convinced your parents to let you go?

My father had an account at a baBkmetimes it would be a loaBometimes
he deposited money t hat,andeeoddindtn 0t
leave the store to do itle would be in the back of the stpbecause he had
some equipment to card wool for the publitother was up in the front of the

store to keep an eye on thingsy brother was doing something else, either at
school or sy with somethingoecause schools were either in the morning or

afternoonsl had the afternoon school as a small child.

So my fatherwould putsomemoney in a little brown bag and send

me to the bank. Welhobody would stop m&hey saidii Hi , |, ISavedi a

you some candy, 0 and that sort of
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everybody| always had candy and chocolataslwasputting that little

Shirley Templesmileonthem | would go to the banklhere was a banker

there that was in charge of thank. He always thought | was so sweeid he

would take the money and safisOk ay, hereds your receinp
gets it.o

One time he had somethingon hisdeskn d |IWhatas dt hiat 20 H
saysfl tabspoc ket c afiWhatislapio c& et sHebmnedl ar ? 0
it and showed it to mé&Ok@a®h, youdsasnohp
Sa | had my first leathebound pocket calendar. Every year he saved me one.

He respected Dad\s | was growing up, | was a good studeie talkedto
my father.He was an educated person.

| think we were at the bank together for somethamgl 1 saidi By t h e

way, Dad, why dondét you asKHédknoms about

a | ot oTheythhchattefland h e dAayfastakis thidvs a.

once in a lifetime opportunitysh e 6 1 | s e eShreedw | wdarilskcover 1
things She will learn so mucht ~ wi | | be better tHaan goi

was right. It was a wonderland.

Where did you live?
| lived in Blue Earth Minnesota.

Okay, tell me about Blue Earth, Minnesota. What a different world that must
have been.

It was about four or five thousand people.

Where is that?

ltds in the sout, tdosetmlowgaar t, near Mankat
Okay, southern Minnesota.

Yeah, their main industry was corn and a Green Giant factory. All the boys

and girls made money lmetassahg cornand working in the factory. |
arrived therahefirst week in August of 1959.
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A few months before | arred unfortunatelyt h e
youngest daughter had died of an aneurysm or something like that. If |
remember the name corregtiywas Mary HelenOf course | never got to
meether. She was a beautiful gifrom her picturesTheir hearts wexr
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Rsecond ér s

broken. They almost canceldte yeawith the foreign student, but | was the

medicine they needed. By the time

they showed me their worlthey
forgot some of thie pain. | took her
pl ace for the res
known them | oomper
my own parentsyes And now their
daughter lives iDelaware

Youobre stild!l i n d

l 6m still i n cont
go to Minnesota as often as | could,
depending on where we wefhe
Rootswould stop at our houselong

thewaygoi ng to FI orli

even been to this houskt the time

we had awaterbedh ey di dn 63

the water begbut they liked everything
else. €huckle$

Water bed(chuckles)

able and Glenn Root.

actual

They got to seeny granddaughteand| went to tle nursing hom&here they
were | went toG | e nfunérad with GeorgeWe got stuck in the snow on the
way back About a month or so after his funettileir grandsoribecause they
only had the ondaughtey suddenly died. | knew she was all alone in the
nursing home, so | took time off from whatever | was doing and drove there

and stayed with her that weekehde c a u s e

didnot

want he

the day of the funeraDf course, by that timeverybody saidh Ohi,Soni a. 0
ADo you r entehnabnegre nsyt uelle was showthg me off @ O
her friends and at church, which is a Methodist chushk.forgot some of the

pain a little bit.

You were there for her.

Oh, yeah.We loved each other like real parents and daugttbile they
were in the nursing homeécalled them every Sundalycould hear her

sayingi Hey, Gl enn, pilc&@&suPonhhe. extension

Where were you living@This is as you moved around?
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Lang: Well, yes. Since they went to a nursing homue lived right here in
Springfield. Sgit was easier to drive up there. It only took eight hours.

Esarey: After youspentyour year thergyou went back to Greede finish one more
year, correc? Or was this your senior year?
Lang: | never got the chanc&hat was my Blue Earth High School
senior year T, e
‘mm&%dm{ymn/zlde«lda o foresonibed
Esarey: And then what happened? by the Board of Education fox the High Fohoo! and i
Ghorefore ontitlod 4o this
Lang: Well, when | was there, | was a good L AR e
ambassaddrom the Statesbecause %;ng«z«:‘&_ﬁfm
. . Ay e : i
people were asking me about this count — S
Esarey: And this is you sitting with thenike Soniadés American d
talking. translation.
Lang: Not just themike, anyplace, every time, everywhere | we®f.course, |

always had the best memories about the kindness of péogleme wayd

found the peopléereunsophisticated n t he sense that they
much about international politickke the Greekswho were pounding their

fists on the table every ddyecause this happened in America or this

happened in France. | just likduhtsimplicity of life and the warmth.

There was a lot of warmth the Rootfamily. | remembered the
grandma, Heli. Of course | used to call them Mom and Dad. Everybody had
adopted me, the whol e c.ilgawtraffidlightea s ndt u
here | saw roller skatingl participated in all kinds of sports. | did thisdid
that Everybody was so excitie And for Christmaghere were tons of little
packages under the tree for me, a bracelet there, earringd there

Esarey: Were theyScandinaviaf

Lang: SwedishWhen | took all those wonderful little trinkets homshlaredhem
with all my first cousinswho were so excited. Ofcoutfde di dndt have 1
money of my ownto have something from Americk was just nice. Then |
heard througha friend that they needed someone at the villagkastell,
who could teach grades seven through twelve.

Esarg: So, you became a teacler

Lang: Just basic Englishthealphabetand how to read and wrjtaothingtoo
special.

Esarey: And you were what, nineteen?
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Lang: | was eighteen at the time. What they did was not through the regular system
Everystudent pal five or ten dollars a month into the kitgnd | was paid
through that. | was making more money than the poor teachers were making
who had a college degreEhat was another fascinating experience.

Esarey: How old were these children?

Lang: The chidrer? Twelve to eighteen. Some of them could have been older than
me because/ou know if you do not pass your grade, you stay behind.
Because | was fresh out of schdateeded to keep an eye on them because |
knew all the tricks of the trade.

Esarey You had the presence.

Lang: Well, plus what happened duringmy ha®s met i mes | 6d have f
sixty kids in the classroom. Some of them would actually sit on the floor with
their notebookshecause they had to squeeze me into their schedule.

Esarey: You were teaching basic English.

Lang: And, of coursel taught them a lodf good things about America. Sometimes
they just wanted to talk about America. Everybody wanted to go to America.

Esarey: Why, do you think?

Lang: Well, more business, gerally. You know,opportunities Becausgwhen you
live on an island and abo60%of it is nothing but rock and mountajrand
the rest of it you can grow your food on, you get your little house just on the
most barren sppbnehouse on top of the othbouse. Yes, they all want to go
to America.

Dondot f or g eAmeritahstWhen th&rcame kack home
theywant to show off ,egvhean itfhetylbwy diod n dnto
here evenif they washed dishes all their lives. They go back hdrearng
gifts for everybody. Sahe Greeksassume everybody has money in America.

What do you see in the movies? Youdd s
wear, in those days in the forties and the fiffiaad those sophisticated
peoplewith theirservanta nd t he Texas millionaires.
a millionaire.

Esarey: You were able to tell the children about what everyday life waddike
people

Lang: Yes, | told them how the kids workedelivering newspapeidgoorto-door, in

the cold and thenow. By the way, that was my first experience with snow. |
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had never seen snow bef owkenwdddduds t el |
more about the year in Blue Earth. There are just a lot and a lot of stories.

You know, when you came badkere was this period of timat some point
in here thatyou met George.

George Well, it was after the school year was over with. | found it rather
stressful, and | tol d t.hdeadeditogovand ndt i n
study German bewise | thoughtwell, the more languages, the betigfter

all, the tourists were coming now on a regular basis.

| tried to get a job as a typist on baSew, | had taken a semester of
typing in high school in Amerigavith a real typewriter. In my busess
schoolinCretewe di dndét h a v ¥e mactiged bnyaplrawing oft er s
a typewriter. We had to cut little circles and glue them on a little buéed
practiced on a piece of paper., $was not fast enoughwvhich is good
because | would ndtave met George. Maybe | would haifé worked there
Who knows?

We dondét know.

| was trying to find some job that had to do with touri§a when | was

studying German, my teacher was GerpAanerican.He was military, and he

was pickingup some extra money in town by teaching Gernare night

when | was going homée caught up withmeéde s ai d, fAWell , Son
this a | ovely eve 8qwegakadtodether alllthewayi d, 0
up the street. He was going toward the sguartake the bus back to the base.

He was in théArmy, Air Force?

In theAir Force | asked himi How do you | i ke Greece?
to a Greek home?0 And he said, ANo. O

How old was George?

Well, George was twentthree butt h at wa s.dHatwasGreg teachee
Oh, | 6m sorry.

| hadndét yehet Geor ge

You hadno6t. Thisevas saineane efpe.

This was Fred, the teacher. | was thinkigeg, we just got a new table and
new chairdor the dining roomtimetouseiti How about coming t
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weekend and have a Greek dinnehutlwi t h u
was too American in some ways already.

(laughg

| go home and sayi Mo m, Dad, weo0rmewtghteRemgmbero us e
| s avé reeededia new table for your futuresoh aw. 6 They sai d,
tell me. o | said, ANWD] awo, | bendbbrnagi no
teacher oveibecause he has never been to a Greek hbedeas never tasted
Greek hospitalityd

Sot hey sa.He aasiG@kanwan?0 And | said, 0
okay. 0 Byvehal Garman toumsts anywdie came that Saturday
and had dinner with us, orwasitSunddy dondét r emember exac
wasbusywith thedishes and sajdiust take him out to the balcorgo you

guys can have some freshairandchhat . 6 | was tel,l ing hi
and | was showing him my pseedgh8lhises f r on
is the school | want to go back tbl cou | d . |l tés called Ball
Oh, you already had it figured out.

Yes, and that was in Muncie, Indiaide s ai d, ABal I State? |
base went to that school. 106l Dbring nh

Ooh.

So, the followingweekend it happeneeorge was free becausan

weekends he used to work at the TV and radio station tigiek up extra

money. Septhey both rode the motorcycli was lunch time. | was getting

ready to go down to the store and give Dad a hisake could come upstairs

and eatThe doorbellrangpnd t here they were at the
waitaminutel 6 m comi ng down. 0

So, we sat at the store forvehile and chitchatted. Of coursdne
i ntr od uThisid mynfreend GBorgdHe 6 s ranitsedbasta nd heds a

pharmacistthetd8y t he way, what are you doing
AWhyHeo sai d, AWel |l t lamddwobldlikeaoiniteyoie on |
over thereGeorge will be there tg@and we can just have a little fudave a
CocaCol a, whatever.o ACoke? Wow, | havel

(laughg For the Coke.

It was for the CokeOf course, | was anxious to go. | forgot the Greek
customsYou dondét go ,unescsrtedwithautyeur pagnts.c e s

You were already part American.
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| was part American, yes. | was always breaking the rules anyway. | thought |
was starting a new tren8q | had already started a trend before | met George.
| went to the movies with a guy that my eats allowed me to go to the

movies with.

Alone, withouta chaperone?

Wit hout a chaperone. So | said, fALook
with a man, we see a movie. If he reaches over, | just slap his hand. But if we
have to hide frmm Mom and Dad and everybody else, he was going to reach

for moreo

(laughs)

Sao | had explained the situatiomh e y s a i, but whéait &ré& athgr people

going to say?0 AMom and Dad, theyobre g
having fiteen chi | dr en. D o nwhen | met Gaorge, lavaso ut it
staring at himl was staringatFrednd | was t hi fCkla ng AUmMM

and musicalright 0
Laughs. Coc#&Cola and music!

Oh, who care3l had seen enough churches for tingetbeing with Dad and

what happened? Dad comes doamd | saidfi Da d, g @Eir=s evwlsa ta

dance tonight. o0 HeAtsapne, bavWeeonePMe baya

| said, Al want to go. 0 Wedre talking

Whataregpeopl e going to say?0 ATheyodore goi
fifteen chil dr [

when | went to Americahatl had en in
(laughs)
fAANnd besidesl sai d, Al have two chaperones.

each ot hetogoohthenbystyoyselfg@nd | 6 m going to
onthe samebypby mysel f. 0 ABut what are the p
ADaylou want me to be happy?CdicédQolagoi ng

and a |littl e f u@ocakoledbdhegwys recognifeWib at 1 s a
wordsCocaCola Isaidiil t 6 s al most ,olnilkye ia 6Gr eke kn ds ¢
colonrand it tast gisL ego orde. 0a skke ysoauird mot her .

Sa he disappears. He goes upstairs to ask my matifieourse my
mother always s&, i No way, ,slleecsnes downsapand she met
GeorgefiThey look okay, and we know Freslokay. If they keep an eye on

each otherl 6 | | | ehke veyyeareful aBducome back ontime d on 6t
wantyououtpast mi dniiglot hkel bsaed dondt run
anyway. The bus wil|l bring me back hon
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Solwentand | wore my beauti ful red dr
party. Il wore it at Nancyodés wedding pa
bridesmaids in America. There are a lottofies about Blue Earth. Sbere |
get off the bus in my pretty red dress and my Higkls and my hair fixed up
and | go to the NC@non-commissioned officers clybl think they had a
little band playingl look arounda nd t h er e 6ngenandmaybetwmog b ut

or three girls. | said, AOopsy, what d
Esarey: (laughs)
Lang: Sao the guys met me at the bus and escorted me. Weresat downand the

music started playindcr ed sai d, AWoulld syaiud,l ifkSu rtec
So we dancedandthen | sat downl havenot had a chance

and a stranger comes by and says, fdDo
Esarey: Oh, and youdre one of the only women!
Lang: | said, Al o6m sorry, | 6ve already pr omi

becaise after all he was my teacher, although he was the same age as

George. Spl looked at Georgeand Georggeof coursestarted dancingVe

never stoppedcvery time somebody came to the table, sometimes kelbak

Fred but most of the time | lodd at George Pretty soon George was
singinginmyeai When youdbre feeling blue, all/l
true. 0 You andiioYne ItIhoaw Bsiorndg

Esarey: You remember this. Your recall is amazing.
Lang: Oh, I remember almost every song and every dolinvas amazing. | had a
wonderful time with George. Poor Frdtks a 'y s A Ygoys, yok navew
to excuse me. | have to go and finish
Esarey: (chuckle$ He gave up.
Lang: Sothetimecamea n d Ge o r Spm@a, Ihave te take fou to the bss
you wonoHe niwts md& .con t he bus and said,
to take you home. o0 | said, ADondt worr

lit;i t s only a feymnld o dtdlse tlwa ysadailbmud e
people still kept an ey nothing else but to gossip.

Esarey: Yep, yep.
Lang: At my age it was not to protect me, as to gossip about mespeciallymy
reddress AWhat is she doing at brothet?s hour

Oh, he is probably with a gid
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(laughs)

Well, you know, the hormones were flowinganywayn d y ou 6Gne young
the way to Heraklionl was daydreaming about George. | was looking out the

window, with theblack sea [it was nightOf coursethere was nothing but a

cliff on both sides. The beautiful sea, the waves just breagkimhthe road

was just a big-surve all the way We were lucky to squeeze two buses side

by-side and there were no lightsther than from the old buseBut we made

it into town alright and | was recalling the songs | hedrdias in a happy

mood | really had a good time and lots of Cemala. | get out of the buand
thereds George waiting for me.

Howdé6d he do that?

Wel | , 1k dhiidmotHeassai d, nl didl&anow? t o esco
Maybe he borrowed a caVhoknows what? Sde did escort me home and

said his goodnight©f course, Mom and Dad were at the balcomgving at

me t o make sure he diwkshodk hakdsasdshe me or a
went back. Of coursée came to visit us agaiat the store to show Dad some

pictures of Americd any excuse to come to the store.

To see you.

Some years latewvhen we were telling thisstory i ke 1 é6m tel |l i ng
story, he filled in the gaps. He sai d,
motorcycleand | f ol |l owed t hoslde rdeiddnéati |k nawg
how to turn on thenotorcycleheadlightsThen he sai d, ,INOn t he
followed a Greek somethn g wi t h t ai | l ights. o

(both laugh) He took his life in his hands.
Oh, we were both smitten is the worgdight?
So exciting.

Exciting. Then one nightvhen | went to mylass, | had gotten a message

throughmy teacher fr@edasagoing to meet yobut he wants to ask you

s o me t h i, Invgs.taing @ shortcuk went past the cathedral, and | went

intherel it a candl e aihybuthank Geerde isGe chan foii G o d
me, bl ess us bot httoclasténd af éosrseduking | asked
class Fred was looking at méwas looking atthe ceiindc oul dndét wai t
the class to be over witko | could talk to Georg&Ve knew each other for

about ten days then.

You were smitten.

30



Lang, Sonia

Lang:

Esarey:

Lang:

Esarey:

Lang:

Esarey:

Lang:

Interview #IM-A-L-2010-049

When Fred wet by, he said something in Englishto pike,i Lot s of st ar
the sky tonight. o

(laughg
So when class was ovandwhen George and | were alone, he wanted to
know i f | would go steady with him.

this country. We go straight from our parditearth to ouh u s b &harodnées 0

Oh.
He says, AWl | {loaokyom&trMingso mvas thinkimgn ? 0
But he says, fAnThadr éeadamonot Omaasknggto

know ea@h other and all that, is because my time on Crete is expiring in
D e ¢ e mbtasris.alteady Septemhaevhen we met. Sde had a few
months leftHe could not extend his sta4t least he was hone&tecause
other guys did the same thiqgoposed marriag slept with the girlsand
then disappeared.

Sol said, fil cannot say whadl | f eel
cannot say ndbecauseve have old traditions that | must respéttave to
talk to my parentswe wi | | s ee wh atthdardrpnpneen s . I f vy

within a couple of days, please forget all about me. That meither of us
wi || be hurt. o

When lleft for home with my luck, Mother was waiting for me
outside She could smell those things far awahat | was up towWhenwe
went home)saidi Mot her, donét havGeordelseerywr on g
honorable. Hevena s k ed t o mar r ywerhad.a big distMbsrit ? 0 S
about being married arldavingmy b el oved parents behi nc
| ove. | dondt waHeods ot mamtry ydats dolcd ®
those days all maages were arranged. | always dreamed with dreamy eyes
since | was a kidn the movies, all those romances and all the books | read
and all theescapades of other peops®,no, | was going tdive my life the
way | dreamed it and explore the world and whatewbrch | did.

Which you have, yes.
Then | was thinking if | married a foreigner, | could explore the warld

becausgf | married a richiGreek | would exploreit even moreBut no, |
didndét want a stranger to be my hushban

ABut what i f he doesnét have money?0 |
doesndét have money. He has a job. Webdl
to take yourdowrymay 2?0 | said Al d&6m going to tal
That 6l 1 be enough. ,We wobbcoorbavasivery e s o me h

hard at first
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Esarey: We will talk about thatl think, next time.

Lang: Sao | had to twist their arms iasensel think my krother was in the military
doing his two year tour of dutlike everybody elsd saidi | f | dondét ma
Geor ge, [ wi || never, ever ,,aeddtheyr marry

knew it. Not only thatbut then the people were conwed that | hadourteen
kids in AmericaThat 6 s why nobody wanted to mar

Esarey: (laughg
Lang: They liked Georgand thoughhe was such a neat gawaysHe di dndt
wear blue jeandike some of the other Gland always wore a white shirt,
nicely pressedHe had asweetsmileandeven i f he didnét unc

languagehis eyes were just smilingut not at theml think they were
smiling at me.

Esarey: What year was thig,960?

Lang: Nineteen sixtyone Septemberd 6 [t must have been around thertbénth or
So.

Esarey: Excuse me for interruptingpefore we talk about your actual marriabe
would like to do that at our next meetjtggcause that is a whole story in
itself.

Lang: Therebds four ,pngGreekwending.i t i n here

Esarey: | think this will a good time to stop and then pick up this wonderful story

about how you got married and what you did ngxtoming to America.
Does that sound good?

Lang: Okay, ®unds good for me, too.
Esarey: Thank you, weoll do that then.

(End of intervew session #1)

An Interview with Sonia Lang

#IM-A-L-2010049.02
Interview # 2: November 17, 2010
Interviewer: Carol Esarey

COPYRIGHT
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The following material can be used for educational and other nemommercial
purposes without the written permission ofthe Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorizationfrom the Audio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of th spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

Esarey: This is the second interview with Sonia Lang. The title of this series is
Immigrant® Stolies My name is Car ol Esarey, and
the Oral Histoy Program at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library in
Springfield, Il 1l inois. The date is Nov

home. When we finished our first interview, we were just about at 1961 or so.
We were planning to talk today, startinghwvitour marriage plans with

George and forward from there. | think that was where we were going to pick
up. Does that sound about right?

Lang: That sounds okay.

Esarey: Good. Just so we know, for the record, for the translation Sonia has prepared a
beautful book of pictures and written documentation. Some of it we will very
|l i kely read right into the record. I t 6
and | ook at pictures and describe what
these different things. Sbjust wanted that to be noted, because | can take
most of these pictures with me, and we

record of what is going on. Okay, if we could, go back just a little bit and just
describe in general what the political climavas like in Crete in the early
19606s. Then weodll move into the more
a feel again for what was going on in the country.

Lang: Well, things were rather quiet. Greece was recovering after the Second World
War. It had taken a long time, of course, to progress in many ways, to fix the
infrastructure. On Crete things were quiet. It was just an idyllic spot for
tourists. It was clean air, wonderful beaches that were not as crowded. There
were no loud speakers and cdlbopes ringing. You could just enjoy the
sunshine. So, Crete was really a haven for European tourists, and quite a few
Americans started coming in too. The economy was picking up. The city was
growing faster and faster every day. People were bringingdhiddiren from
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the villages to stay in the city, so they could go to high school. Bus lines were
created, so they can reach every remote village.

There were still villages without e
few of the villages still had cobldtones for a street, which gave it such a
beautiful character. The tourists loved to take pictures of donkeys climbing the
cobblestone streets, with some old lady sitting side saddle, coming back to the
village carrying things from the country, like fregfgetables and fruits. So, it
was just a quiet, peaceful place to be. It was perfect in many ways

Esarey: And your father was established in his business at that time?

Lang: He was established. He was doing okay. It was a seasonal job most of the
time, kut he also had some land he had inherited from his parents, some
grapes and olive trees. He was eabyaring with his relatives, so we had some
extra income from there.

Esarey: Your brother was in the...

Lang: At that time, he was doing his two yearghe military, in the army.

Esarey: | remember you saying that he was in the military. That was required, correct?

Lang: Oh yes. You have to do it eventually, even if you went abroad to study.

Esarey: That sort of paints the picture behind where youew#/e have a pretty good
idea, | think, when you described meeting George and the dancing and the fact
that it was sort of lik&outh Pacific you know, Afrom acr os:
room. o It sounded wonder ful. Did he as

thatwork? What did he do? Did he follow any customs?

Lang: Well, we had just really met. We knew each other for about twelve, thirteen
days, a very, very short period. He wanted to know if he could go steady with
me. | tried to explain to him that, in Greeees do not date. At the time, there
was really no dating. As a matter of fact, you could not even be seen in public

unescorted.
Esarey: Arranged marriages?
Lang: Most of them were arranged, even thoug

at that time, you could fall in love and
somehowconvince both sides of the
family to agree. He kind of looked at me,

and | said, daWell, y ol d
country, with old traditions. Normally yo

go straight from vy ome t O
your husbandbds hom datin

Sonia and George
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in between.d Hbepabeedaidn AWill you n

Whoa, | didndét know what to say. I
asking you because | have to leave in December, and | cannot extend my stay
in Greece. If you decide, we have to prepare all kinds of paperworken or

for us to get married. o Of course, Il s
now, because | have to talk to my parents first. If they refuse to bless us, then,
of cour se, |l wondt be abl e tdlhaglo anywh

his phone numbenf coursé in the next twentyfour hours, please forget all
about me. o

|l was already in | ove. I didndt wan
in |l ove with you, but | have to talk t
parents. | had a hard time convimgithem, of course. But they knew that |

was struggling and that | was in love, and they really liked him.

They had met him.

They had met him, and they thought he was such a nice gentleman. His
manners were always appropriate, accordingutocustoms. So, eventually
they said, nOkay, but wedre going to n
away. 0 So, | picked up the phone and s

He came in the next evening and brought the rings. Of course, | knew
the Americancustomf a di amond ring or somethin
he didndét have the money for a di amond
rings, like they do in Greece.

They bless the rings?

The rings on an icon. This icon, as a matter of fat¢targing in this room.
They put them on our fingers, on our left hand, our ring fingers.

The parents put the rings on. That is so wonderful.

Yes, they put them on there. When we got married, those rings are worn on

the right hand now. Letneans t hat youdbre engaged, r
married. George also brought me a beautiful, little pearl, hanging on a golden

chain to put around my neck. We had our first kiss when Mother and Father

were not in the room though. (both laugh)

They cave you that much privacy. (laughs)
They gave us a little privacy. (laughs) And that was the sweetest thing. |

probably was expecting, when George proposed marriage, that it would be
someplacé i ke in the Holl ywood weatutjul e, wher
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dining room table, candle lights, violins playing, and he gets on one knee. But,
no, it was not like that. But it has lasted, so it was the right thing.

| think it sounds very romantic.

It was romantic, yes. Then he had to excusesélf, for that Sunday, because

he had one more last duty to perform on base, because he hatira@fob

with a radio station. So, | was home alone. My parents did their usual Sunday
afternoon stroll or went to a movie or something. | was listenitigetoadio,

and the doorbell rang.

My cousin, Manoleg\nyfantaks , was i n town. He say
go out.o | said, fAManoles, | cannot go
|l am | istening to the radio. 0 WHeresaid,
|l istening to the radio? | dondét wunders
Engl i sh. But the guy, you can hear his
says, fiNo.o0O | said, fAiHe is my fianc®. 0
AHer e. 0 Admhun thie ring. h wonght him wedding candy, which is
that hard, white almond candy, which is sugaated. | will show you in a
minute.

Yes, you show me.

He was so shocked. AYou mean you didno
in the ot days, at least, you called your uncles and aunts to meet the

prospective groom and approve of him.

Write down the name of the candy, please.

Okay.

This wedding candy is an interesting custom, as well. Okay, | know |
interruptech er e. So, they expected you toé
Oh yes, the whole c¢clan, of course. Not
marrying a foreigner? Arené6t there any

course, at the time, marriages were arranged.

| remember one time | a&s in the store. Dad was having lunch upstairs,
and this shepherd came in and brought
chit-chatting, and | was nice to him. I liked being polite. When my father
came down, the shepherd sadhedk,lhateBaoy, yoO
son in the village, and 106l give you
just shake hands today. 0

Make a deal.
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oked at my fath
h I augh) Antddéhek
come back i n a

Lang:

Esarey: And how old were you?

Lang: | was probably about fifteen. (both giggle) Later on, there would be other
proposals that came to the back door, like a doctor that wantarry your
daughter. Well, | was eighteen. Why would | want to marry a doctor who was
in his thirties or even forties? | wanted somebody who was close to my age, so
we could go dancing and have some fun. | was very lucky to find George.

But going bak to the family idea, next Sunday, when George was
free, we went into the village, where
lot of them lived there. So, we decided to go from door to door to say hello
and introduce George. Everybody was really ssept, although the word had
already spread that Sonia got engaged. But they were very nice to George,
because of the Greek hospitality.

In those days, they did not have ovens, like we do, to prepare
something special and bake some sweets. In most tasgsyould bring you
out a box of chocolates and offer you some chocolate and make you coffee.
George didndét drink coffee. Theydd giwv
that or local moonshine, which was great.

Esarey: Local moonshine?
Lang: Oh god,yes. | have some here, if you want to try it.
Esarey: (laughs) Well, that would make a real
Lang: Anyway, we went from house to house. Of course, we tried to visit with some
of my uncles and aunts. By the endlod tlay, when we go back in town,
George had to excuse himself. He coul d
Esarey: So much brandy?
Lang: All he remembers is that he managed to get to the Liberty Square, get on the
military bus, and, the next thing keows, he wakes up in his own bed. That
means he did pass out. (laughs) So much for hospitality.
Esarey: Well, he couldndét say no.
Lang: Oh, no, he would hurt their feelings. At least you have a little sip or two.

Esarey: That 6s r i ghtamilydoemedt and a lat oflsipping. o f  f
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Yes, and a |l ot of sipping. And donot f
Il tds not just one glass of wine. Every
sip of water or wine at the table, without first liftinguwaglass, telling
everybody, fATo your health. o6 And, of c
you break them.

Really.

Oh yeah, practically. You go around and around and another toast, you know.

AMay you |ive |l ongi amdampdopPerhappype
another round of wine. Then, nCome ove
or , ALet 6s have some moonshine, 0 whate

And did you drink, too?

Oh yes. But, because | was female, they would always give mallesm

amount. | could have an excuse not to drink, because a woman is not supposed
to be seen drinking. It was not ladylike. But anyway, it was a fun day.

This all happened in a one day?

A single day. We went from house to house, with fifte@twenty minutes
per house.

You didndét have much ti me.
No.
And then what happened, with the marriage?

We had to start the paperwork right away, because we had to have permission
to be engaged and permission to be married

By whom?

By the United States of America. They wanted to make sure that | did not
have a criminal record that | was not ofréipute or whatever. We had to go
through all this paperwork and produce a statement from the police and my
birth certificate, etc. Most papers were taken to the advocate, there on base.
He would forward them to the American embassy. They would do their share
of work, if they were not overwhelmed with all the emigrants trying to get to
the states. Hopefully, they &w what they were doing.

Sometimes it was a little confusing, because everything was in a hurry.

Even George had to take the plane eventually and go to the embassy himself. |
get a call from him, and he says, nGo
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The printer shop, down the street, had the place ready for the
invitations. All we needed was the date. All they had to do was put tvgeqty
which was November 26, 1961. They had them in Greek and English, ready to
go. They printed them the same day. Watstl mailing them, and father got
on the phone and called every village, because not everybody had a phone in

those days. You had to call the caf® t
please pass this message to my brother? Tell him that Sonia ig gedtined
this Sunday. Tell everybody el se that
invited. 0
Esarey: ltos |i ke a big open house. Everybody
Lang: Yes, and they came. Oh, | forgot to tell you, | had to go and visit the Greek

bishop, with my fiancé&o have permission to marry a n@wthodox and to
promise to have my children raised in the Orthodox faith. Unfortunately, there
were no Greek churches where we were, so the kids were baptized Catholic.
We did marry, first, in the Catholic faith, on basehe chapel.

Esarey: That was a small ceremony?
Lang: Yes, very small, just the bride and the groom, my father, the best man and the

taxi driver, as a witness. Mother was still busy finishing up the wedding
candy. (both laugh)

Esarey: The taxi drive? Did you know the taxi driver?

Lang: No, of course not.

Esarey: He just came in to witness?

Lang: He just came i&

Esarey: This was before the Greek wedding?

Lang: Before the Greek wedding. After the small ceremony, George stayed behind,

because th&reek service would be done a couple of hours later, practically.

He stayed behind and would be coming to town with some friends. So, Dad

sat next to the taxi driver, and | sat in the back, with the best man. The poor

t axi driver di dtngwihtkebestvmawdng not withnways si t
husband, because, in those days, you did not hire a taxi for the day. You just
would pick up the phone and have them come over. So, he dropped us off at

the house. We waited for a while, then we called another taixidbk me to

the church.

Esarey: (laughs) Did you have on your wedding gown?
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Lang: Oh yes. When we got to the church, the
first thing the priest asked for is the
papers, you know, the license. Guess
what? | was so excited | forgot all about
it.

Esarg: So, did the taxi driver go get it?
Lang: No, but Mother had to call a taxi, becaus .
|l didndét want wus to stay in a hotel. V

just a little away from my folks, a little peace and quiet for a few dalys.

tookaaxi there. We gave her the key, and
have that much in there, other than a couple of suitcases and some packages

and some wedding gifts. She went through everything. Eventually, she made it

to the wedding, kind of late, bahe made it to the wedding.

The priest escorted George and me from the entrance of the @hurch
as you can see in the pictérénto St. Titus Church. In those days, they had a
small table that represents the altar, in the middle of the floor, because ther
were no seats or pews around there.
Everybody stands all around in a big
circle, around the bride and groom.

Esarey: Would you describe how you put on th{#s
crown? How does that work?

Lang: The crown. Well, it starts out with the
throne. One of the préts beseeches
Godo bl essings o eddi ng

bands and then blesses the bride and tgon'a ";Tdﬁemgﬁ Onghil" Wedg'”g
ay in ItUs urc ovember

groom with the rings. It Wa.s the sign of 26 1961, in Heraklion, Crete, Greece

the cross, of course. The rings are

exchanged by the priest and the sponsor. The union is completed with the

crowning. Thecrowns are just two little hoops with silk flowers or something

like that.
Esarey: We have pictures of these.
Lang: Theyodore connected with a ribbon, and t

and groom. Then the priest crosses our hands. The wridisldieg each

other. They exchange the crowns back and forth three times, in the name of
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The same thing is done by the
sponsor.
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Then, to celebrate the union, the priest leag
the bride and groom around the talideiring the
service, the bride and groom are also given a tast
honey, mixed with walnuts, to remind them that lif§
can be sweet, but also hard and difficult and to kg
that in mind. After the service, you stand in line, &
everybody has to come andngratulate you. The
relatives usually give the bride something made o
gol dét hose that can af
and theredre also the

So, in this picture, my father is putting a -
beautiful ring on my finger, and my mother issy kissing George. When we
left the church, everybody went to the restaurant, where the reception or
dinner will be. George and | sneaked back to the photography shop.

We had our official photos taken. Then | changed into my dress and
left the dress behd. The wedding dress was rented. | also wanted my picture
taken alond which was not a custom thé@rbecause | had seen it in the
States. That was a new trend.

Would you tell us about that?

Oh, yes. George keeps telling this stohat dumg the service there is a

custom of steppidbgegc@amustehe hiler ipde@stf o ct
wife must obey the husband. o6 The groon
told him about iit, but George sobul dnot
sort of tapped his foot to remind him to do that. He claims, to this day, that |

stepped on his foot. Of course, everybody laughed because, when | was trying

to tap his foot, they thought | was stepping on his foot.

(chuckles) Changing theatdition.

Yes.

|l mean, thatobés good. Does he smile whe
Oh, he giggles a lot.

We have a copy of the certificate, as
certificate.

Yes, but then, there was a problgaeorge had to leave within thirteen days,

and because | had been an exchange student, it was in my contract to wait at

|l east two years before returning to th
woul d stay and go str adangdhere.t o col |l ege,
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We had a hard time getting paperwork done. | was missing George

terribly, so | went to the base very often to talk to the lawyer on base, to see if
he could expedite the proceedings. He would call the embassy daily, until they

found my paprwork. | asked him to please proceed, because we needed it to
be done. Apparently, my-laws had written to their local senator and asked

for help. The senatorodos staff said, nL
they recommended that this proceduteéga pl ace i n Minnesot a,
where | lived. So, Glenn and Mable Root in Minnesota contacted the office of

Hubert Humphrey,

Hubert Humphrey?

Yes, he was out of the country at the time, but eventually, he did manage to

help out, beause | had a waiver. Unfortunately, | cannot find the waiver. It

was signed by the Attorney General of the United States, who was Robert

Kennedy at that time.

So far, you canoét find it, huh?

No, | dondt know where the waiver ende
Maybe you didndét have it.

No, we did have it. 1tos probably in t
But Robert Kennedy had to approve it personally?

Uh-huh.

George was living on the base, and you were living at home waiting faothis

occur?

| was waiting for George.

And this all had to happen within a few months?

Yes. By April, everything was in order, and | could rejoin him.

So, you married in November, but you c

hapened in April.
He was in Moses Lake, Washington.

What is this document here?
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This is from the time of the citizenship. We went to Moses Lake, Washington,
where eventually our first son was born. His name was John Francis. In this

pp ctur e, l 6m with my husband and expec
active in the Boy Scouts all his life and an Eagle Scout.

And George was based where?
He was based in Moses Lake, Washington.
What was he doing there? Hesna military duty?

Yes, he was in the military; he was career military. He was a pharmacist.
And this is where John was born?

I n that summer of 063, I saw on the ne
was not happy, seeing the govarnbthe state in front of the school door

with his hands behind his back, starin
way. Youdbre not going to allow these s
shocked. | had already addressed, to the Honorable GoverAtabaima. |

told him that | was regretting the fact that | had chosen America to become

my home if America has not been fair to everybody.

You wrote this letter ©

Oh yes, I wish | had made a copy of it.

You dondét have a copy?
No, but | did tell him how upset | was, seeing what
was going on. | explained to him that slavery ended|a

century before that, and there was no excuse to treat
people in such a way.

Sonia, John and Leo

; ) (George Jr.) in
Did he respond- Montgomery, AL.

No response. But my responsewdsion 6t know i f the gover
not. George got orders to be transferr
know 1 f that was my puni shment or what

signs for about four years down thdrbad to see all the riots, the roh.

Describe some of that. What was your impression of that, as a citizen coming
from Greece?

Oh, I was appalled. | applied for a job on a local newspaper at the time. My

English was very sharp, because | had been teaching grammar ayttieger
They needed someone to help with the editing. The interviewer was shocked

43



